
Service Report  
December 2017
From Pauline’s Desk:
This is just a quick report to say 
“Happy End-of-Year” or “Merry 
Christmas” to all the families at 
Preschool from all the staff.  We 
would like to say good luck and 
best wishes to those children 
who are leaving the Preschool.  
Thank you for entrusting your 
children to us as we value this 
reciprocal relationship.  
Looking back on my December reports 
from the past few years, I am once again 
reminded of the saying ‘it takes a village 
to raise a child’.  This still rings true as 
children certainly grow up as a part of 
their community.  Also special mention 
to those families who are ending their 
association with the Preschool – it has 
been wonderful to know you all.  Your 
children have been greatly valued 
and will be missed.  We hope to see 
you around town to keep us ‘posted’ 
regarding progress.

I must take this opportunity to thank the 
Office-bearing Committee members 
for all their hard work this year.  This 
has been a busy year with a range 
of fundraisers and funding issues to 
resolve, so thanks for that!  A special 
vote of thanks goes to Belinda Myles 
for her work in the role of President on 
the Committee; Heidi Searle-Aalto for 
her contribution as Vice-President; Jodie 
Eccleston for her role as Secretary; 
Kristylee Robertson for her role as 
Treasurer.  Thanks also to the General 
Members (Catherine Reeves, Laura 
McEwan and Jessica Miskelly) for 
their active roles as part of the Parent 
Committee.   

Special mention to our Fundraising 
Committee, great work again for 
pulling off a second Bunnings BBQ for 
the year!  Jaime Woolley has been a 

powerhouse of energy this year making 
our fundraising agenda come to fruition!  
Thanks also to Cath Reeves, Lee Coyle 
and Kate Crawford for their work on 
the Committee and at our fundraisers 
throughout the year.  We wish you all a 
restful and well-earned break over the 
holidays.  Thanks to their wonderful 
efforts we have raised over $6000 
and enjoyed many successful social 
and community-minded events.  The 
Preschool has purchased many new 
maths-based games and resources 
and a treasure-trove of books for the 
children’s use this year.  We have also 
purchased bikes, trikes and scooters and 
pedestrian resources for our new road 
safety program next year.  The Earn and 
Learn initiative covered the helmets for 
the program.   

I would also like to express my 
great sense of gratitude to our two 
maintenance officers, Phil Brammer 
and Kate Crawford for their help in 
getting our general maintenance and 
odd-jobs done throughout the year.  As 
mentioned before, we have really added 
to our library over the year, meaning a 
lot of categorizing work for our Library 
Coordinator, Bettina Warne – thanks 
Bettina!  Thanks also to the parents and 
extended members of our Preschool 
community for their help & support – 
from the smallest task, right through to 
coordinating a fundraising event.  All 
help is noticed, appreciated & valued 
as pivotal in the way this Preschool 
runs as a community-based Preschool!  
Special thanks also to the helpers who 
have given their time this week to get 
the end-of-year cleaning underway.  

We look forward to the Family Fair 
Night on Friday 8th December; with 
Preschool Graduation morning teas with 
the Certificate Ceremony and a fantastic 
week of Farewell Lunches next week.   

This year-end saw us completing a 
revised version of the Transition to 
School Reports, first introduced three 
years ago.  Thanks to everyone who 
had the opportunity to fill out the family 
feedback section and consent  

part of the report.  These reports will 
be forwarded to the schools early next 
week.   

I would like to also acknowledge the 
work of the staff this year - thanks to 
each of you for your commitment to 
excellence, professionalism & expertise 
- thanks everyone and congratulations 
on a job well done!  Special thanks to 
Kamie Lee as she finishes up with the 
Preschool in her permanent part-time 
role.  We hope to see her covering 
relief days in the year ahead.  For those 
children and families returning next 
year, we are looking forward to another 
fantastic year after the break – see you 
then! 

We wish everyone a happy holiday 
period & to quote (as I always do) the 
famous 1822 Christmas story and poem 
by C. C. Moore, Twas the Night before 
Christmas …. “Merry Christmas to all … 
and to all a Good Night!”

Pauline Iacono 
Director
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DIARY DATES 
 
Graduation Morning Teas,  
12th,13th & 15th Dec. 10-11am.

Last Day of Preschool 
15th December

12 17
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President’s Report  
December 2017
It is with pleasure that I provide 
my final report for 2017, ending  
a fun, busy year for the children 
at Mittagong Preschool!

I am happy to say that the 
tradition of providing quality 
education and care to our 
children has been continued 
and maintained this year, and 
I would like to extend sincere 
and heartfelt thanks to our 
dedicated preschool staff for 
their consistent and unwavering 
commitment to the children.
We will end on a high with what is 
sure to be a great couple of weeks 
of celebration and achievement; with 
graduation morning teas throughout the 
last week of preschool, and on Friday 
the 8th December, our family night 
Twilight Fair. There will be much to keep 
the children entertained at the fair with 
a carnival atmosphere. The children can 
participate in a variety of games and 
activities, as well as enjoy a sausage 
sizzle, fairy floss, ice blocks and more! 
I hope as many of you as possible are 
able to attend; it is an exciting time, 
particularly for those moving on to 
Kindergarten, as the realisation of the 
finality of the occasion sinks in! I look 
forward to seeing you there.

Our last fundraising event for the year 
was the Bunnings BBQ. Thank you to 
those who signed up to volunteer; the 
day would not have been such a success 
without your support. Thank you also 
to the parents and carers who have 
contributed their time to preschool 
in the many various ways required 
throughout the year. It is impossible 
to function successfully year to year 
without the help of families who donate 
their time, and your time is greatly 
appreciated!

To end, I would like to thank the parent 
committee of 2017; a lovely, concerned 
group of ladies, whose chief objective 
has been to support the preschool 
staff; much time has been invested 
into careful assessment of individual 
circumstances, ensuring each decision 
made is proper and fitting. Every 
one dedicates time out of their busy 
schedules to attend meetings, and 
make sometimes difficult and important 
decisions! The hours spent together 
have been rewarding and enjoyable!

With only a week and a bit until 
school holidays I would like to wish all 
preschool leavers best of luck at big 
school, and for those returning, all the 
best for the New Year!

Merry Christmas to all; wishing teachers 
and families alike a happy and safe 
holiday period and a happy and healthy 
2018!

Belinda Myles 
president.mittagongpreschool@gmail.com

BUNNINGS BBQ
WE WISH TO THANK THE 
FAMILIES THAT DONATED 
DRINKS AND BAKED FOR 

OUR BUNNINGS B.B.Q 
AND IN PARTICULAR THE 

FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO 
GAVE UP THEIR TIME ON 

THE DAY;

Sandra Wilmot
Ari Searle-Aalto

Heidi Searle-Aalto
Kristylee Robertson

Jaime Woolley
Lee Coyle

Cath Reeves
Kate Crawford
Melissa Pratten
Charlie Tamè
Camilla Tamè
Jess Miskelly
Jen Arboit

Sarah Majarich
Michele Goulder
Laura McEwan

STOP PRESS!

 Twilight Fair – the evening was a great success with  
much fantastic feedback from the families!
 Thanks to all for organising and facilitating  

this wonderful event. 

Special thanks to Belinda Myles for her efforts in the lead up to  
the event, Laura McEwan for donating the helium and balloons, 
Committee members and parents for helping on the night and  

to the staff for their time – much appreciated.
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