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From Pauline’s Desk 
Just a quick note of welcome 
to all the new & returning 
Committee members, ready 
for a busy & rewarding year 
of involvement at Mittagong 
Preschool.  I look forward 
to working with you all to 
create a wonderful learning 
environment for the children, 
families and staff.  

As we have just over three weeks left 
of Term 1, I look back on the term and 
see how it has just flown.  We have 
been so busy getting to know the 
children.  I note as I walk around the 
Preschool each day that the children are 
quite settled and enjoying their days 
at Preschool …. well, there are a few 
slow-starters in the mornings but we’re 
working on it.  We all enjoyed being 
involved in making our scarecrows, 
artworks and jam for the Moss Vale 
Show.  We hope they are well-received 
at the Show and that we have feedback 
of some ribbon adornment.  That 
sounds a bit competitive doesn’t it … 
surely not!  I am reminded of one of the 
children from several years ago who 
said, “Most times scarecrows are for 
scaring birds away from the crops, but 
we made ours to win a prize!!!”  We look 
forward to the next couple of weeks, 
enjoying Harmony week next week 
to celebrate diversity, exposing the 
children to foods from different cultures.

In terms of parent/family involvement, I 
would like to thank those parents who 
came along to the “Meet & Greet” 
Night and the successful Family Night.  
It is great to see the community aspect 
of the Preschool growing with these 
events.  

Further on family involvement and 
parent input, the staff and I will be 
working on policies & the QIP over the 
holidays and early in the new term.  We 
will be looking for family input early next 
term.  This is a process we have been 
engaging with for several years and it is 
also a regulatory requirement.  Last year 
we had some great input from families 
and so I am keen to canvas more 
feedback this year.  

Also, some great news … we were 
successful in applying to access the 
Early Learning Languages Australia 
(ELLA) Program.  ELLA is a series of 
interactive applications (apps) on tablet 
devices, aimed at making language 
learning engaging and interesting to 
children in preschool.  We will have 
a program running through the year 
teaching the children Italian.  Watch out 
for information to come shortly.   

Family Information Night – Tuesday 28th 
March 7 pm.  Representatives from local 
schools will be here to share information 
about their educational settings.  I have 
also asked that they each share one or 
two top tips about school readiness … 
so if you want some inside info … please 
come along.  More information to follow 
in a flyer, distributed shortly.  

From Sue:
I have been really concerned 
about the extra traffic around 
the Preschool lately due to 
the road-works in the area.  

 Please remember to be vigilant with 
supervision outside the gates when 
getting in and out of cars. For some 
helpful hints and reminders, please look 
at “A Parent’s Guide to Kidsafe Roads”: 

http://www.kidsafensw.org/imagesDB/
wysiwyg/

Being a pedestrian can be a risky 
business, especially for children in busy 
towns.  Roads are designed with 

adults in mind, but children are not ‘little 
adults’.  They are less well developed 
physically, cognitively and in terms of 
their traffic experience. 

Here are some guidelines to help keep 
Preschool children safe as pedestrians: 

• Always be with your child. They are 
too young to cope alone. 
• Hold your child‘s hand when you are 
near traffic. 
• Set a good example. Explain what 
you are doing when you cross the road 
together. 
• Make sure they get in and out of cars 
on the kerb side (safety door). 
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DIARY DATES
Tuesday 28th March, 7pm  
Family Information Night – Local 
Schools

Monday 3rd April, 7.30 pm start 
Association Meeting

Friday 7th April  
Last day of Term

Wednesday 26th April 
First day of Term 2
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President’s Report, 
March 2017

Hello everyone! Unbelievable to think we’re already on the 
countdown to Easter! I hope those who were able to attend 
the Welcome Picnic had a great evening! Thank you to the 
preschool staff for their organisation of this event!

By now we will have conducted our Annual General Meeting. Congratulations and 
good on you to those who have volunteered their time to take up positions on 
the committee or fill other volunteer positions previously left vacant due to lack of 
numbers. 2017 is sure to be a full and rewarding year. Thank you for accepting me 
again as president. I sincerely look forward to working closely with preschool staff, 
both new and returning families, and the wider preschool community.

Please keep in mind that you do not have to be an office bearer to attend  
meetings- we are all members of the preschool association, and your attendance  
at meetings is welcome and valuable.

If there are any comments, queries or suggestions I can be emailed at  
president.mittagongpreschool@gmail.com 
and am always happy to hear from you!

Belinda Myles

DID YOU KNOW OUR 
PRESCHOOL IS ON  
FACEBOOK?
Be sure to follow us so we 
appear in your newsfeed to 
keep up to date with news 
and reminders.

www.facebook.com/
MittagongPreschool

Our award winning Scarecrows and 
Scare ‘Crow’ from the Moss Vale 
Show last weekend (as shown on our 
preschool Facebook Page


