
 

   

 

Diary Dates 

Hasn’t this first term flown?! I hope your child 
is enjoying themselves so far and that your 

family has settled well into new routines. 
 

On behalf of the parent community I would like 
to thank Pauline and ALL of our fabulous staff 
members for their efforts in organising a very 
successful Harmony Night. I’m sure those of 
us who were able to attend will agree that it 

was a truly fun night with an awesome 
atmosphere. Thank you to everyone who 

bought along food to share – it was incredible! 
A huge thank you to the amazingly talented, 
Fito for adding spice to our night with some 

live South American music. Sitting still was not 
an option and the kids absolutely loved it! I 

look forward to our next family night. 
 

Our first fundraiser for the year is our Mother’s 
Day raffle which will be drawn at Mother’s 

Night on Monday 14th May. Tickets are $2 each, 
there will be some great prizes and all 

proceeds go back to our preschool which 
equals new, improved resources for our kids. 
Please support our efforts by returning your 
tickets prior to Mother’s Night. Should you 

have donations of prizes for our raffle (or for 
future fundraisers) please see Pauline or 

myself. We are always grateful for any 
donations from local businesses and do our 
best to promote them within the preschool 

community. 
 

Towards the middle of the year we are looking 
at holding a Preschool Disco! Keep an eye out 

for that in your files and future newsletters. 
 

This week the children are participating in Mini 
Commonwealth Games. The Parent 

Association wishes all of our little athletes the 
very best of luck! 

 
Have a great break everyone!  

See you all Term 2. 

Jaime Woolley 

president.mittagongpreschool@gmail.com 
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April 
 

School Holidays: 

Last day of term: Friday 13th 

First day of Term 2: Monday 

30th April (no pupil-free day) 
 

May 
 

Local School Information 

Night: 

Tuesday 8th May  

7.00 pm start 

 

Mother’s Night: 

Monday 14th May  

6.00 – 7.00 pm 

 

Parent Association Meeting: 

Tuesday 15th May 

7.00 pm start 
 

June 
 

Public Holiday: 

Monday 11th June 
 

‘Living Safely with Dogs’ 

Preschool Program : 

Tuesday 12th June  

Thursday 14th June 
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April 2018 Edition 

Fundraising 
 

At the Committee Meeting we 
talked about fundraising for 
the year.  Watch this space ...  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you have any input, please 
come along to the next 

meeting, email the Preschool, 
see Pauline or contact  

Jaime 0428118451 . 
 

Children’s Disco! 

Pie Drive 

Picture-plates 

Bunnings Barbecue 



 

 

Autumn/Winter Program: 
As we finish Term 1, we are making plans for the  
Autumn/Winter Program after the break, where we start  
off in the indoor environment & go outside later in the  
morning when it has warmed up a bit.  We will be maintaining the indoor/outdoor 
environment choice with rotation; however our morning tea and lunch eating area 
will be in the rooms rather than on the verandahs, so we can avoid the blowy and 
cold climatic conditions.  Thinking of cooler weather for Term 2 – please remember 
to send in warm beanies & coats as it can be windy & cold outside … however, I 
know it sounds crazy, at least at first, we may also still need sunhats as well, if the 
warmth of April days continue – pack both is the best option – thanks! 
 
 
. 
 

From Pauline’s Desk 

Wet Weather 

While discussing the 
weather, on wet days, the 

children are encouraged to 
bring along their raincoats 
and gumboots, so they can 

still venture out into the 
playground, even if it                            

is a bit drizzly!  
There is so much 

investigation potential in a 
puddle! 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 4 
 

Child Care Rebate Changes 
From 2nd July, there will be a New 

Child Care Package.   The Child 
Care Rebate will no longer be 

available.  Families using 
registered care will no longer be 
eligible to claim a rebate on the 
care & education received.  That 

applies to us at Mittagong 
Preschool.  Up until this date you 

will be issued with the blue 
receipts if you are eligible.  You 
will have 12 months to claim on 

these receipts. 
 

School Information Night  
This has now been finalised, set 

for Tuesday 8th May at 7 pm.          
A flyer has gone out this week 

with a list of the schools 
attending.  No representatives 

from St Michael’s STA or Bowral 
Public were available; however I 

have notes from the talk last year 
which I will read out for the 

attendees. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity for the local schools 

to talk about their programs.   
We will also hear the Hot Tips 

from each school, which last year 
were interesting in their diversity 

and similarity.  It is also a great 
chance for the school 

representatives to see our 
Preschool and engage with our 

staff and families.   
We will also welcome any waiting 
list families to the event, adding 
to the networking potential of 

the  event! 

 
 
 

 

Service Report 

Mini- Commonwealth Games 
We had a marvelous Mini-Commonwealth Games 
Week.  It was a great success, with hockey, bikes 

in the velodrome, basketball, hurdling, beach 
volleyball, weightlifting, rhythmic gymnastics and 

swimming.  The opening ceremonies and baton 
relays went well, as did the medal ceremony and 

the close of the games.  
Special thanks to Matt Heard and Edwina Turner 

who opened our games on                                             
Tuesday and Thursday respectively.  

A great time was had by all. Thanks in anticipation 
for money raised.  Please get monies                                 

into us by 4/05/18. 

 

From the Staff Meeting: 
 

Please mark our Mother’s Night on 
your calendar for Monday 18th May.  
We have sent out an invitation this 
week & the sign-up sheet is at each 
sign-in desk.  As always, I would like 
to thank the staff in anticipation for 
preparation for the night, as well as 

volunteering their time for the 
photography, serving of food, 

support to make the gift & 
facilitation of the night. 

We are holding a raffle in 
conjunction with the night, so don’t 

forget to get them back into the 
Preschool for the draw on the night! 

 
 

 

We were lucky to see a real 

gold medal, worn here by 
Jensen. His uncle Glenn 

won the gold medal 
playing hockey in the 2010 

Commonwealth Games in 

Dehli. We also saw his 
framed signed jersey. 
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Grant Applications 
 

Lastly, I have applied for several 
grants, one for replacement of the 

hard flooring (much needed in 
both rooms). 

 

 
 

The other grant will fund some 
professional cultural diversity 

coaching programs.  
 

 
 

The program initiatives are aimed 
at creating a richer learning 

environment for the children, 
engaging with the broader 

community, a major focus within 
our philosophy statement. 

 

Welcome Family Night  
Harmony Day theme 

 

 
Harmony Day is a day when all Australians acknowledge our cultural diversity. 

The day is also the United Nation's International Day for                                                                
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.  This day gives people                                                   
the opportunity to share commonalities and see uniqueness. 

 
We had a wonderful night together as a Preschool community on 

Wednesday 21st March.  We enjoyed the Aussie tradition of sausage 
sizzles off the barbie, supplemented by a wonderful array of food from 

the families, including Anzac biscuits, Italian antipasto, mini-pizzas, 
sausage rolls, gyozas (dumplings), mujadara (a Jordanian rice & lentil 
dish), Irish soda bread, damper and Cocky’s joy (golden syrup) .... just 

to name a few!  We were totally blown away by the amount and 
diversity of the food supplied ... it was truly amazing!  

                         

 
 

 

 
Term 1 

Program 

Highlights 
 

 

So looking back over this term, we 
had many programming highlights 

including:  practicing emergency 
drills; preparations for & success at 
the Moss Vale Show and Harmony 
Week celebrations, including some 
wonderful input from our families 

at the Family Night.   
 

We look forward to an equally 
rewarding and busy term 2, 

creating learning opportunities 
with and for you and your 

children. 

  

 

 

Michelle created a wonderful 
belonging harmony night tree wall-

hanging, with all the families and staff 
contributing their fingerprints.  We 
ended the night with a wonderful 

musical performance from Fito (Stella-
Rose’s Dad).  He played some South-
American songs and the room was 
really ‘pumping’!  The children (and 
secretly, some of the adults) could 

barely wait to be invited up to dance! 
 

Special thanks to Fito ... 

hip, hip hooray!  



 

 

Soda bread (as served by Finn’s Mum at the Welcome Family Night) 

Ingredients: 

  

500g plain flour 

2teaspoons bicarb of soda 

1 teaspoon fine sea salt 

Approx. 400 mls buttermilk 

A little milk, if necessary 

 

Method:  

1. Sift the flour and bicarbonate of soda into a large mixing bowl and stir in the salt. Make a well in the centre 

and pour in the buttermilk, stirring as you go. If necessary, add a tablespoon or two of milk to bring the 

mixture together; it should form a soft dough, just this side of sticky. 

2. Tip it out on to a lightly floured work surface and knead lightly for about a minute, just long enough to pull it 

together into a loose ball but no longer – you need to get it into the oven while the bicarb is still doing its 

stuff. You're not looking for the kind of smooth, elastic dough you'd get with a yeast-based bread. 

3. Put the round of dough on a lightly floured baking sheet and dust generously with flour. Mark a deep cross 

in it with a sharp, serrated knife, cutting about two-thirds of the way through the loaf. Put it in an oven 

preheated to 200°C/gas mark 6 and bake for 40-45 minutes, until the loaf sounds hollow when tapped 

underneath. 

Cool on a wire rack if you like a crunchy crust, or wrap in a clean tea towel if you prefer a soft crust. Soda 

bread is best eaten while still warm, spread with salty butter and/or a dollop of your favourite jam. But if you 

have some left over the next day, it makes great toast. 

www.rivercottage.net/recipes/soda-bread  

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web!  
Visit us at: 
www.mittagongpreschool.
org.au 
 

 
 
Like us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.co
m/MittagongPreschool/ 
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“Leaf Fairies” 
A mixed-media creation 

inspired by the falling 
Autumn leaves (4/04) 

 

 

If you don't have buttermilk, you can 

substitute with normal milk, adding 1 tbsp 

of vinegar for each cup of milk.  

Add vinegar to milk and let sit for 2 mins 

before adding to recipe as normal. 

(400mls milk + 1.5 tbsp vinegar) 

Enjoy! 

Liz Gorman  

 

Prep time: 15 minutes 

Cooking time: 45 minutes 

Serves: 4 

 

http://www.rivercottage.net/recipes/soda-bread
http://www.mittagongpreschool.org.au/
http://www.mittagongpreschool.org.au/

