
 

   
 

Diary Dates 

A fantastic night was had by all at 
the recent Mittagong Preschool 

Disco! The Parent Association was 
blown away by both the attendance 

and the atmosphere of the event.  
Special thanks goes to Tami 

Woolley, who was responsible for 
all of the fabulous decorations, 

lighting and sound system, as well 
as Alicia Jones, Cath Reeves and 

Emma Isedale who all contributed 
greatly to the success of the disco.  
As always, the Parent Association 

is grateful to preschool staff for 
their endless support. Big thanks to 
Pauline, Michelle, Jenny, Sue and 
our face-painters extraordinaire, 
Janel and Toni, for ensuring the 

night was a success.  
Last, but certainly not least, thanks 
go to all of our mini disco divas and 
their families, who danced the night 

away in such epic style! Another 
great example of what it means to 

be a part of our incredible 
community preschool.  

On Sunday 2nd, December we will 
be hosting our second Bunnings 

BBQ for the year. Keep an eye out 
for the sign up sheet and please get 
involved if you can. Many hands 

make light work and we appreciate 
every bit of help we can get! Keep in 
mind that as a not-for-profit centre, 
all fundraising monies go towards 

maintaining and updating preschool 
resources so that Mittagong 

Preschool kids have everything they 
need to make playing and learning 

the best it can be. 

 

 

On a personal note, my family has 
made the exciting decision to 

relocate to the United States and 
therefore, I am sad to say, that I 
will be stepping down from my 
active duties as President of the 

Parent Association, effective 
Friday 30th November. It has been 
my absolute privilege to serve as a 

committee member for the past 
three years and in-particular in my 

current role.  
I would like to sincerely thank 

EVERY SINGLE incredible and 
inspiring educator I have had the 
great pleasure of knowing. Thank 
you for your care and commitment 
to our kids. I can honestly say that 

my experience within the parent 
association, both as general member 
and President, have been amongst 

the most rewarding years of my 
life. I am incredibly grateful to 

Pauline for her support, guidance 
and friendship and to my fellow 

committee members, past and 
present, for the fun and non-stop 

laughter. I will greatly miss being a 
part of our fantastic community. 
Cath Reeves, our Vice President, 
will temporarily step up into the 
President position and I wish her 

all the best in this role. Please show 
her your support by assisting when 

and where possible. 
 

With thanks and a warm farewell, 

Jaime Woolley  
president.mittagongpreschool@gmail.com 
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November 
 

Orientation Night : 

 Thursday 22nd November  7-8 pm 
 

Orientation Morning Tea Week: 

  Mon 26th – Friday 30th November 
 

December 
 

Bunnings BBQ: 

  Sunday 2nd December 8 am – 4 pm 
 

Summer Cleaning Roster: 

  Monday 2nd December & 

 Thursday 6th December 
 

Farewell Morning Teas 10 – 11 am:  

 4/12 (Koala M-T group), 

 5/12 (Koala W-F group),  

 7/12 (Possum T-F group) &  

 11/12 (Possum M-W group)  
 

Preschool Association Meeting: 

  Thursday 13th December   7 pm 
 

Group Farewell Lunches –special 

lunches for the children only: 

Friday 14th December (Possum), 

Tuesday 18th December (Koala) & 

Wednesday 19th December 

(Koala & Possum).   
 

Last day of Preschool: 19/12/18 
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In the run up to the end of the year, we 
would also appreciate some help with 

cleaning: washing puzzles, oiling 
blocks, tidying cupboards, wiping the 

fridges out, etc.   
So ... please unleash your inner urge to 

Summer clean & sign-up to the 
cleaning roster – Monday 3rd December 

and Thursday 6th December.   
Many thanks in anticipation. 

 

From Pauline’s Desk 
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We continue to progress 
through what always turns 
out to be a very busy Term 

4.   

 

Many thanks to everyone 
who played a role in our 

Preschool Hawaiian Disco 
– from organising, to 

decorating, to manning the 
door and to attending the 
event.  We had lots of fun 

with dancing, a conga line, 
musical statues & more!  

Thanks to the Preschool 
Committee for arranging 
such a fantastic family 

event, with a special 'shout 
out' to Jaime, Tami, Cath, 
Alicia & Emma. Thanks 
also to Janel & Toni for 

face painting throughout 
the night, Sue for taking 
the photos and to Jenny, 

Michelle & Pauline for 
running the dance-floor! 

 

 

Service Report 

Fundraising 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday  2nd December 
 Please pop your name 
on the  sign-up sheet – 
even if just for an hour 

... many hands make 
light work! 

 
 

  

Bunnings BBQ  

Orientation Process 
 

This week we have the 
Orientation Night (22/11) & I 

thank Cath Reeves in 
anticipation for representing the 

Committee at the night, 
delivering a welcoming & inviting 
presentation to the new parents, 
encouraging their involvement in 

the Preschool.  The following 
week (26/11 to 30/11) we are 

holding the Orientation sessions 
for the new families and a 

Morning Tea week for our current 
families to welcome all the 

‘newbies’ – if you can spare 
some time 9-11 am any morning. 
I look forward to taking the time 

to welcome the new families, 
helping families and children 
alike to develop a sense of 

belonging.  I will sit with each 
family to check paperwork and 
discuss any points of concern.  

The children and families always 
respond well to the sessions, as 

they do to the Children’s 
Handbook made by the children 

for the newcomers.   
 

“Green Thumbs week!” 
 

We had "Green Thumbs Week" at Preschool during Week 3, with the 
purpose of the initiative being to involve the children and other family 

members in caring for our gardens – developing relationships between 
families and sharing skills/knowledge. Jobs required were to spread top 

soil and mulch where needed; plant new shrubs and seedlings; weed 
and edge with some mowing; relocate stones that are moving from 

allocated spaces; and prune where needed. It was a very successful 
idea, with the children spending the week shovelling soil and tending 
our garden beds. Thanks to all family members who have had time to 
pop in and help during the week, especially the band of helpers at the 

Twilight Working Bee on the Thursday night!  Special thanks to Sue for 
driving this event! 
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We’re on the Web!  

Visit us at: 

 

www.mittagongprescho
ol.org.au 

 

 
 

Like us on Facebook: 
 

https://www.facebook.

com/MittagongPrescho
ol/ 

        Service Report continued ..... 
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We have had some amazing cultural events at the Preschool lately – 
reflecting Outcome 2 where the children respond to cultural identity 

with respect: 

On Wednesday 7th November, Michelle organised a lovely celebration 
of light, Diwali, with our two Indian Preschool families. Yasotha and 

Jayashruthi cooked pappadums & bajji at Preschool with the children & 
Neeru made halva and brought jalebi and other party treats to share 
amongst the children. Friedel facilitated the creation of a rangoli, a 

welcoming chalk artwork, designed by Yasotha. Special thanks to Rikhil 
and Samarth for celebrating Diwali with us! 

 

     
 

 
 

  

Two Mandarin-speaking Chinese Workers visited the Preschool on 
Tuesday 23rd October.  They brought along some wonderful resources to 

share with the children.  They made fans with dragon pictures.  They 
made fried rice ... lots of chopping for the children!  During the group 

experience, the children dressed up in some traditional clothes and later 
joined in with some Tai Chi and ribbon dancing ... 

 just to mention a few highlights! 
 

    

Transition to School: 
 

Over the past few years, 
we have been 

completing a version of 
the Department’s 

optional Transition to 
School Statement.  

 

 We welcome the 
opportunity to provide 

schools with some 
information about each 

child’s time at 
Preschool.  We intend to 
continue with the use of 

these reports, as they 
were well-received by 
the schools, and they 

add important 
information to the Best 

Start assessment.   
 

This statement calls for 
summaries from the 

teachers, a drawing & 
interview with the child 

& a completed form 
from the 

parents/families.   
 

We are sending out a 
note asking all families 

to book in a time to sit & 
complete their part of 

the form.  After the 
forms are completed, 

we will get them out to 
the schools.     

Earlier that week we had an 
Italian worker at the 

Preschool. Antonella made 
pizza with the children, 

starting first with the dough, 
made with la farina, lievito, 
zucchero, sale and aqua. 
The children put salsa di 
pomodoro on top of the 

dough and then a selection 
of toppings, not forgetting 

the formaggio. This worked 
in wonderfully with our 

ELLA Italian program, with 
which the children have 

been engaging all year. One 
of the children drew a 

picture of Antonella and the 
cheese & bacon pizza - 

delizioso! 

 

http://www.mittagongpreschool.org.au/
http://www.mittagongpreschool.org.au/
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Belinda, an Indigenous 
educator came to the 
Preschool on Monday 

5th November.   
She introduced the 
children to creating 

symbols in the dough 
with sticks, which the 
children continued to 

do throughout the 
week.  She showed the 

Indigenous way of 
counting as well, 

getting the children to 
record their counting 

in the outdoor 
environment.   

She gathered the 
children to discuss the 

map of Indigenous 
Australia, pointing out  
Gundungurra land (the 
land where Mittagong 

is located).   
She read them the 
story “Welcome to 
Country” and then 
showed them how 
Indigenous people 

predict the weather.  
Thanks Belinda for a 

wonderful insight into 
Aboriginal 

perspectives.   
This reflects Outcome 

1 where children 
develop their cultural 

heritage through 
engagement with 

Aboriginal community 
members.    

   

 
 

 

   
Farewell to Agnes: 

After 14 years at Mittagong Preschool, we say a fond 

farewell to Agnes as she finishes at the end of the 

year.  She is moving back to her homeland and 

family in Scotland.  We wish her continued 

happiness in the years ahead.   Here is an excerpt 

from her letter of resignation: “I would like to thank 

you for all the support you have given me over the 

years.  It has been much appreciated and I will miss 

everyone at the Preschool.” 

 

Farewell to Shannon: 

After 19 years at Mittagong Preschool, we say an 

equally fond farewell to Shannon as she finishes at 

the end of the year.  A tree-change and a move 

closer to family, sees Shannon moving down near 

Cooma.  We wish her continued happiness as she 

moves on to the next phase of her life.  Here is an 

excerpt from her letter of resignation: “I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank you for giving me 

the opportunity to work at the centre.  I have formed 

some great relationships with the children, families 

and other educators and I have learnt so much and 

gained a wealth of experience while working here.  

It will be hard to say goodbye.  Thank you for 

having me as part of the team at Mittagong 

Preschool, I wish everyone all the best for the future.” 

 

Farewell to Jaime: 

Jaime has been on the Parent Committee for several 

years, including this year as President.  We are very 

thankful for her involvement.  She has been 

inspiring with her positivity and her calm ‘can do’ 

approach to things. She is moving to America with 

her family, as she explained in her report (front 

cover).  We wish her and her family every success and 

happiness on this wonderful adventure! 

 

 

Arrivederci 

So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, goodbye! 
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Repeated from our 2017 November Newsletter .... from Shannon: 

 

As the end of the year fast approaches, many families will be 
starting to organise their child/ren for their next adventure in life 

at “BIG” School.  Below are some tips/ideas to make that 
transition a little easier for EVERYONE. 

 

 


