
 

   

 

Diary Dates 

Wow, who can believe that it is Week 7 already! The 
year is absolutely flying and I hope that all of your 
little people are settling in well! 

This newsletter marks my first in my new (rather 
daunting!) role as President of the Parent 
Association for 2019 and I would like to thank you 
all for entrusting me with this job. After three years 
on the committee in various other positions, I am 
excited for the opportunity and looking forward to 
the challenge. At the same time, I am sad to see the 
2018 committee go and I would like to thank them 
all personally for their contribution to the 
preschool and for their support and friendship over 
the last year. Jaime Woolley was sensational at the 
helm as President, well supported by Secretary 
Tami Woolley, Treasurer Kristylee Robertson and 
General Members Emma Isedale, Alicia Jones, and 
Belinda Myles. 

2019 promises to be a great year and has already 
started with a bang with our fun-filled family night. 
A big thank you to all those families who attended, 
to the staff who assisted on the night and, of 
course, to our entertainer extraordinaire, Fito, his 
partner Tania and their daughter Stella-Rose.  

A big thank you also to those families who came 
along to our working bee on Friday 8th March. 
Despite their name, working bees are usually great 
fun, and are a lovely way of meeting other parents 
and interacting with staff on a much more personal 
level than is allowed by the day-to-day grind of 
drop-offs and pick-ups. They are also, of course, a 
fantastic way to get much-needed jobs done 
around the preschool. 

As most of you would know by now, fundraising is 
a key part of the work for this committee and we 
are excited for some of the events that lay ahead, 
including our upcoming election cake stall on 
Saturday 23rd March and a pie drive and movie 
night later in the year (watch this space…). We are 
always looking for original and fun ways to raise 
funds, and welcome any input from the parent 
body. If you have any suggestions or would like to 
know more about getting involved in the 
organisation of these events, please get in touch. 

Until next time… 

Cath Reeves 

president.mittagongpreschool@gmail.com 
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March 
 

Harmony Week: 

18th – 22nd March 
 

Election Cake Stall: 
23rd March –  

Sign-up sheets on display 

Please bake up a storm! 
 

Emergency Drills Week: 

25th – 29th March 
 

April  
 

Association Meeting: 
10th April at 6.30 pm 
 

Last day of Term 1: 
Friday 12/04 
 

First day of Term 2 

Monday 29/04 
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Welcoming Family 
Night 

 

 
 

We had a wonderful family 
night on 28th February.   
Thanks to everyone for 

coming along and bringing 
some food to share. You 
created such a fantastic 

community vibe and a sense of 
welcoming: a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening!  Sorry, 

some families were unable to 
attend due to other 

commitments.  We will have 
another event soon.   

 
Special thanks to Fito, Tania 

and Stella-Rose for ending the 
note on a celebratory high, 
providing some amazingly 

catchy South-American music! 
The whole room was 

bouncing!  
Three cheers & bravo! 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
All books $1 

Bag of children’s 
books $5 

 



 

 

Moss Vale Show: 
 

We all enjoyed being involved in 
making our group handcrafts, 
individual artworks, lemon butter, 
strawberry jam, individual photo 
display, our potted themed garden, 
digging up our potatoes for the Moss 
Vale Show.  We received much positive 
feedback for our entries and the Show 
officials commented on the wonderful 
support they receive (in terms of 
number and quality of entries) from the 
Mittagong Preschool community! 
 
 
. 
 

From Pauline’s Desk 

 
Thanks to everyone who was able to come along on Friday 8th 

March.  Our mission was to oil our outdoor wooden structures & 
furniture! We got the job finished ... which was very exciting!  The 
children who came along had a lovely afternoon tea and formed 

the next generation of helpers!   
 

Thanks again ….. Special thanks to Jayashruthi Palanisamy; 
Danielle & Joe Stevens with Oscar & Jack; Rose Hoskins; Jane & 

Brett Howard with Bailey; Scott & Lyndsey Martyn with Eddy & 
Charlie; Dan Drewe with Harrison; Cath & Levi reeves with Jacob, 
Olivia & Emily; Fiona Schmid with Coen & Edie; Sandra Brown & 

Phil Brammer with Arlo, Oliver & Annika and staff – Friedel, 
Helen, Pauline, Sue (with help from husband Colin) & Janel (with 

help from husband Nathan).   
 

It is great to see the community aspect of the Preschool growing 
with these events.   

. 
 

    Working Bee       
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Welcoming Words: 
 

Just a quick note of 
welcome to the mostly 

new & few returning 
Committee members, 

ready for a busy & 
rewarding year of 

involvement at Mittagong 
Preschool.   

I look forward to working 
with you all to create a 

wonderful learning 
environment for the 

children, families and 
staff. 

 

 
 

Settling in … 
 

As we have just over half-
way through Term 1, I look 
back on the term and see 
how it has just flown.  We 
have been so busy getting 

to know the children.  I note 
as I walk around the 

Preschool each day that the 
children are quite settled 
and enjoying their days at 

Preschool …. well, there are 
a few slow-starters in the 

mornings but we’re working 
on it! 

 

   
 

 

Service Report 
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Harmony Week: 
 

 
 

Next week we look forward 
to Harmony Day, which we 
extend to Harmony Week, 

celebrating diversity, with a 
culturally diverse approach to 

the program.   
We are asking children to 

bring in items from the 
cultures represented within 
their families & we include a 
cross-cultural focus in music 
and language experiences 

through the week. 
 

 
 

 

One of our families made some 
Indigenous “Johnny Cakes” to 

share on our family night, 
agreeing to write out the 

recipe for us!  
Many thanks! 

 

 
 

 

Early Learning Language Australia (ELLA):  
 

ELLA is an exciting digital language learning program for 
preschoolers.  It opens up a world of cultural possibilities for 
children early in life.  Our children learn Japanese using play-based 
apps called The Polyglots (A polyglot is someone who is 
multilingual.) They use the apps on tablet devices at preschool. The 
apps were designed with help from language, early childhood and 
technology experts. 
 

Benefits of ELLA: 
 ELLA is a proven method of language discovery for 

preschoolers.  It can also keep them interested in learning a 
language at school. 

 Children learn to respect diversity, learning about new 
cultures, encouraging families to share home languages too. 

 ELLA develops children’s social, thinking and digital skills.  
It supports literacy, and improves memory and concentration. 

 Educators learn alongside children. Educators who have used  
ELLA report that they are more confident about incorporating  
languages and technology into their program. 
 

                                                                        

 
 

 

  

Election Cake Stall 23rd 
March at Mittagong 

Preschool: 
How can you help? 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web!  
Visit us at: 
www.mittagongpreschool
.org.au 
 

 
 
Like us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.co

m/MittagongPreschool/ 
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Road safety 
We have been really concerned 

about the extra traffic around the 
Preschool lately and the speeds 
cars travel down Oxford Street in 
particular … not to mention the 
many cars that don’t stop at the 

stop sign on Waverley Parade.  We 
have also had some comments from 

concerned Preschool community 
members about children, cars and 

roads.  Please remember to be 
vigilant with supervision outside the 

gates when getting in and out of 
cars.  

 
For some helpful hints and 

reminders, please look at “A 
Parent’s Guide to Kidsafe Roads”: 

http://www.kidsafensw.org/imagesD
B/wysiwyg/AParentsGuidetoKidsafe

RoadsFINAL2016Feb_1.pdf  
& “Driveway Safety: Are your kids at 

Risk”. 
https://infrastructure.gov.au/roads/s
afety/publications/2012/pdf/INFRA14

98.pdf 

 

‘40’ School Zone News: 
 

We have been advised by the Traffic Engineer at Council that we 
cannot have a designated ‘40’ zone on the roads immediately 
around the Preschool. 
 

This is because children at Preschool are accompanied by 
parents or adults at all times when coming to, or leaving 
Preschool. 
 

On the other hand, children at school are walking unaccompanied 
into or away from school to buses, cars, etc.  This is why it is 
called a School Zone.   
 

I am in discussion with Council & Kidsafe to see if we can get any 
warning signage or if there are other initiatives we can implement 
to increase the road safety for our precious Preschoolers.   
I will keep you posted!  
 

Thanks, Pauline 
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